IEC Gathering – August 11, 2019

More than 90 people gathered for liturgy and a picnic from six area communities: 

-- Caldwell Chapel Community

-- Catholic Community of Greenbelt

-- Communitas

-- NOVA Catholic Community

-- PAX

-- Quixote Center

During the picnic, tables of about eight discussed the following questions:

-- What are the challenges and blessings we currently face as IEC pilgrims?

-- What community actions can we take individually and jointly to enliven our IEC journey?

Following is a summary of the discussions, as reported by each table’s facilitator.

Challenges:
-- Declining and aging membership.

-- Seemingly unable to attract younger members, given constraints on gathering time and place, and having too few in numbers to offer religious education or the sacraments.

Blessings:

-- We are inspired by each other in community.

-- IECs give us a way to maintain our societal relationships.

-- It’s a blessing to have a place to go when the larger church is plagued by scandal.

-- We choose where our donations go. 

-- As retirees, we have more time and can be more vibrant as communities.

Actions:

   Some of the tables discussed Joe Nangle’s advice, in his homily, to go back to our parishes, where we can use our strengths and be role models.
   Most see this as difficult:

-- It is difficult to know how to go back when the church is so conservative.

-- The church scandals are a turn-off. Who would want to join that club?

-- Parishes are alienating by their definition of family – it’s all about the children. They are alienating to people without children. 

-- Queen of Peace is wonderful, but one change of priests and ….

   But one person said we must be diligent about going back to our parishes as visitors and role models: Our initial mission as IECs was to help change the larger church. We have to stop doing our own thing and penetrate the larger church. NOVA, for example, met with the Queen of Peace Care for Creation team to learn from it when setting up its own team. NOVA’s team meets with the diocesan chancery to try to influence the bishop on environmental issues.

   Others noted that Queen of Peace and St. Camillus are unique in that they are run by religious orders, as mission churches – not diocesan.

Suggestions for joint actions:
-- Find blessings in the challenges spurred by the current administration. Be more active in opposing policies on the environment, immigration.

-- Be role models to others through joint actions against societal evils, such as at the border. Show our strength in numbers. 
-- IECs should discover each others’ charism,  rather than being so attached to our individual identities.

-- NOVA participates in VOICE with other faith communities – Christians, Muslims, Jews. We should go beyond our limited congregations and be less concerned about being Catholic with a capital C.

Suggestions for individual actions:

-- Be role models to others by living healthily, eating well.

-- Be civilized voices of compassion, in how we behave verbally.

-- Be led by the spirit. Peter, though he was tired, followed Jesus’ direction to again cast his net. We are tired, but the spirit will lead us if we listen.

-- Recognize that, even though our children are not in church, they are doing good things. Encourage them.

Suggestions to attract new members:

-- Greenbelt advertises its liturgies in the town newspaper and has successfully attracted new members. 
-- Bring a friend!

-- Quixote skypes in people from Vietnam, India.

-- Spy on the megachurches and Protestant churches, and do what they are doing to attract young people: get out of church and into coffee house for brunch; use social media; offer happy hour after 5 p.m. service (where 40 people are around to help take care of kids); offer good music, meditation, yoga. Be social and reach out to people where they are. But one person suggested all this is hard to do when the IEC is small.
Suggestions for our next step:

Everyone agreed it was enlivening and enriching to get together and we need to do this more than once a year.  Which Community might be willing to take the lead on getting us together sometime in January-March?
